MEN OF POWER
terest and becomes sole proprietor. He also buys a
small newspaper,3 opens a stationery shop, slowly man-
ages to pay off his debts, and continues to write articles
that keep people talking about his ideas.
Shaping His Own Philosophy of Life.   Those ideas
concern us here, for we are primarily seeking the factors
in his life which account in some measure for his pow-
er.    According to his own judgment in his seventy-
ninth year, he owed the constant felicity of his long
life to the philosophy and the system of-ethical dis-
cipline that he worked out when he was in his early
twenties.   As we have seen, he did some thinking along
these lines on the homeward voyage from England, He
now carries his thought further.    Although he was
raised in a Puritan home, he has counted himself for
several years a freethinker.   He has been free in mor-
als, too, and an illegitimate son has been the result.   He
has persuaded some of his friends to his ideas.    But
his observations of the fruits of this so-called free-
thinking make him think again.    His closest friends,
Collins and Ralph, have both counted themselves free-
thinkers, and both have gone sadly astray.   Governor
Keith is a freethinker and the greatest long-distance
liar in the province.   And looking upon his own life,
he finds much in it, especially in the suffering he has
caused Deborah Read and the self-centeredness of his
8 Although it had only nine subscribers, it had an ambitious,
though horrendous, name: Universal Instructor in all Arts and
Sciences, and Pennsylvania Gazette. Franklin dropped the first
eight words from its title,
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